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101 BEST CASUAL
RESTAURANTS IN AMERICA

by Dan Myers, Editor

These restaurants may not be temples of gastronomy, but they sure offer some mighty good food.

#34 Gott’s Roadside, St. Helena, Calif.

Back in 2011, Taylor’s Automatic Refresher, a popular California hamburger mini-chain, renamed its four
locations (Napa, St. Helena, Palo Alto, and San Francisco’s Ferry Building) because its owners, brothers
Joel and Duncan Gott, didn’'t own rights to the original name and couldn’t persuade its owners to let
them trademark it. It may have been jarring to see the name change and the neon-lit red G, but what
didn’t change when they adopted the family name was the storied third-of-a-pound grilled Niman Ranch
burgers. Cooked medium-well, but served “a little pink inside,” topped with American cheese, lettuce,
tomato, pickles, and secret sauce on a toasted egg bun, Gott’s cheeseburger gets pressed lightly in a
machine at the end of the line (employees say this steams the bun, but leaves the underside toasted-
crunchy). The effect is thick and juicy. An icon.



